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October 6, 2023

Senator Chuck Schumer

Senate Majority Leader

Hart Senate Office Building SH-322
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Mitch McConnell

Senate Minority Leader

Russell Senate Office Building SR-317
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Opposition to Site Neutrality Provisions.
Dear Senators Schumer and McConnell:

We oppose site neutrality provisions that would reduce reimbursement for medication administration
services in hospital outpatient departments. Such legislation inappropriately equates care provided in
these hospital clinics with less complex care provided at freestanding sites. This care is not equivalent.
Hospitals are required to take many additional measures to ensure safe preparation and

administration of medications and guarantee care coordination for their patients (see attached chart).

Site neutral payment would ignore the extensive requirements hospitals meet to protect patients that
free-standing sites do not, like having a clean room with positive air pressure to prevent microbial
contamination, and ensuring drug preparation is supervised by a licensed pharmacist.

We ask that you oppose this legislation, and its inclusion in any legislative package, because it fails to
take into account the costs of safely providing medication administration services to the complex
patients hospitals serve.

We look forward to working with you to ensure Americans have access to quality care in hospitals and
their outpatient clinics. If you have questions, please contact Frank Kolb at fkolb@ashp.org.

Sincerely,
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onermcists achancig hatihcre LOWER STANDARDS OF INFUSION CARE

Infusion sites do not provide equivalent care. Hospital payment rates must be sufficient to support the higher
standard of care that Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services and other regulators require hospitals to meet for drug
administration.

Site-neutral payment should apply only to infusion sites that meet the same rigorous standards for safe drug
preparation, safe administration, care coordination, and oversight requirements as hospitals do.
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